1783]                    THE COALITION
plex and far-reaching measure through the Commons b majority of 208 votes to 102 (3rd December).
This was a heavy blow to the Opposition, especially who had said that he would fight the whole Bill, clause b Horace Walpole wrote two days later that Pitt had sit the contest, but that the check would do him good, da he had been by his premature fame, Walpole also remar while excelling Chatham in logical power, the son had n firmness and perseverance. Readers of those charmin will note with some amusement that in the middle of month, Walpole wrote that nothing but obstinacy p Pitt resigning his post as Prime Minister. After that gave up the r61e of political prophet.
For now there occurred a series of events which taught to wiseacres. The King intervened in a surprising mar the House of Lords influence from above was sutldeni against the interests of the nether world. George III 1 been awaiting a fit opportunity for tripping up the hated ] A few weeks before, he had covered Fox and North witl in front of the whole Court. Acting on the first rumoi death of Sir ICyre Coote in India, they had proffered <i that his ribbon of the Order of the Bath should get to and believed that they had secured the granted assei Sovereign. The aspirant therefore appeared at the nc at St. James's Palace with the officers of the Order; King, affecting great surprise at the unseemly hast ministers in acting on unofficial information, refused t the ribbon, repulsed their entreaties, and postponed the ce
George was now to taste the .sweets of revenge in
TTJ resulting from the disorder* in the Company's atttrfurce and ICliot at C; and on the uth they cro««ed to C*ut;tis. He found th to Reims more comfortable, and the appearance of t «»f ttf
